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American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language
2003 171

Syllepsis. The use of any part of speech comparably related to other words or phrases, correctly with respect
to each taken separately, as to both syntax and meaning, but in different ways, so as to produce a witty effect.

Zeugma: A word is used to modify or govern two or more words athough its use is grammaticaly or
logically correct with one.

DK lIllustrated Oxford Dictionary 1998

Syllepsis: a figure of speech in which aword is applied to two others in different senses.

Zeugma: a figure of speech using a verb or an adjective with two nouns, to one of which it is strictly
applicable while the word appropriate to the other is not used.

syllepsis
The newly elected member for Central Leeds took the oath and his seat 2003 171
take the oath  hisseat Totake
an oath = to make a solemn promise , to take a seat = to sit down
zeugma
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When commemorating the great soul, the friends of his went to the graveyard with weeping eyes and hearts.

weeping eyes hearts hearts
grieving
We ate a bun and a glass of milk. 1992
“ ateabun” “ ate aglass of milk”
2 zeugma
zeugma 1999 zeugma

(1) The chairman left in high good humour and a Rolls Royce.
(2) Helost his coat and his temper.

(3) Mr. Pickwich took his hat and his leave.

syllepsis 1998 385 386 zeugma
D “in” “ high good humour”
“ aRolls Royce’ in a Rolls Royce
(@h)] zeugma in
in high good humour in a good humour, in agood state of mind in
a Rolls Royce zeugma syllepsis syllepsis

2 3
to lose one's coat = to no longer have on€'s coat, to lose one’'s
temper =to become angry; to fly into a rage; to take one's hat = to move one's hat from one place or position to
another, to take one's leave = to go away (from) , to say goodbye (to) zeugma
syllepsis.

! " 18 A.Pope
(* The Rape of the Lock” )

Whether the Nymph shall break Diana's Law,

Or some frail chinajar receive aflaw,

Or stain her Honour, or her new Brocade,

Forget her pray’rs, or miss a Masquerade,

Or lose her Heart, or Necklace, at a Ball.
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1992

(1) literal
meaning figurative meaning Pope “ stain her Honour or her new
Brocade” “ lose her heart, or Necklace’

(2 '

She braved it for a moment or two with an eye full of love and stubbornness, and murmured aphrase or two
vaguely of Gen. Pinkney; but at length down went her head and out came the truth and tears.

“ ”

She was serving soup with aladle and scowl.

lose one's heart = fdl in love,

! ” , 1994: 384 “ " , 1992: 267)
lose one's heart “ kill the body and language’
“kill” “ kill language”
384-385
syllepss  zeugma syllepss  zeugma' ” zeugma
syllepsis zeugma  syllepsis
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Zeugma or Syllepsis

Yiyun Xu Normal College Maoming University

Abstract: The differences between zeugma and syllepsis are discussed in this paper because of the confusion
aroused between these two figures of speech.
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