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All Men Are Jews. Approaching Malamud’s Jew by a Textual
Analysisof The Assistant

Haiyan Zhao Capital University of Economics and Business

Abstract: Bernard Malamud is unanimously acclaimed by critics as “the most Jewish”. The cardinal novelty
of his works lies in the refreshing of the Jew into a malleable and persuasive symbol of Everyman, and it is aso
the hub of the problem to understand Bernard Malamud as well. This thesis explores “Maamud's universalized
Jew” by a probing research on The Assistant from a cultural perspective. Bernard Maamud's definition of a Jew
in essence embodies his understanding and interpretation of the group nature of the Jewish people and their
nationa culture. The theme that “al men are Jews’ demonstrates the author’s assimilation, utilization and artistic
digtillation of his Jewish cultural background.
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