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“ crocodile”
crocodil€e's tears —pretended kindness “ kangaroo”

kangaroo court ——illegal court

Metaphors We Live By Lakoff & Johnson,
1980: 40 Symbolic metonymies
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2.1 " or* lion” —
sphinx’s riddle
Sphinx
2.2 7 or* lion” —
have a back like hu's and a waist like a bear’s? tough and stocky (as
strong as hu? strong and vigorous; strapping like the appearance of hu? strong and vigorous

have the strength of hu? strong
Three people become hu? It is used to refer to a rumor can be believed to be

true through conveyance of many people (A new born cow is fearless of hu? young people
are fearless like hu that has wings? with might redoubled have the ability to defeat
hu or a dragon? One is powerful enough to overcome al the difficulties Hu is aways
vigorous? be full of vim and vigor British Lion beard the
lion twist the lion’s tall
2.3 7 oor" lion” —

, Hu is till brave in spite of its oldness? He is till brave though he has become
old a soldier like hu? abrave soldier brave and strong man ahasty hu
crossing ariver? be foolhardy, be brave but not resourceful a beginning like hu's head and an ending

like a snake's tail? a brave beginning but a weak ending
be foolhardy, be brave but not resourceful

sheep in hu's skin? outwardly strong, inwardly weak paper hu? only strong externally
the fox borrows hu's fierceness? to take the influence of the advantage of others wolf down,
make a pig of oneself? devour ravenously
a brave beginning but a weak ending
lion-hearted ? brave  lion heart ? abrave
soldier  Thelion-heart the King, Charles | e fight like alion
as bold/brave as alion Manisalion in its own cause
——humans are brave in nature A lion &
home, a mouse abroad ——to be crud to the family and be friendly to the outsiders
assin lion's skin ——pretended bravery
24 " or* lion” —
hu's mouth? lion's mouth
be saved from the hu's mouth? a narrow escape from death pull a tooth from hu's
mouth? dare the greatest danger difficult to escape from the den of hu? can not avoid the danger
hu's dens? dangerous places a dragon’s pool and hu's den? a
dangerous place (How can you catch hu cubs without entering hu's lair? nothing
ventured, nothing gained (let hu be back to the mountain? cause calamity for the future
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ask hu for its hide, a doomed petition? a dangerous situation (alion in the way

a coiling dragon and a crouching hu? a forbidding strategic point treading on the tail of hu or
walking on thin ice? a very precarious position embracing hu and rest one’s head on a flood
dragon? be in a dangerous situation, be careful lion in the way

lion's mouth have/put/place on€e's head in the lion's mouth
hand in the lion's mouth
25 " or* lion” —

(glare like hu eyeing its prey? with a fierce and menacing eye (as
ferocious as wolves and hu? cruel ( aperson or athing as ferocious as hu or a wolf
(turn pale at the mention of hu? turn pale a the mere mention of something terrible to accuse the
evildoer and throw him to hu? the detesting expression toward the evildoer oppressive
government is fiercer and more feared than hu? an oppressive government give wings to hu? assist
an evil-doer play the jackal to hu? help avillain do evil tigress? shrew, atermagant
behavior lion's provider ——arunning dog

2.6 " or* lion” —

being close to the emperor is like being close to hu? nearest the king, nearest the
galows sit on the top of the mountain to watch hu fight? watch in safety
while others fight, then reap the spoils when both sides are exhausted fight between hu and
dragon? fierce struggle between two evenly-matched opponents , When the tiger
isn't in, the monkey will become the king? When the cat’s away, the mice will become the king

greet lion
——a famous person or a popular person  make a lion of somebody
? flattery somebody to be a famous person  a socid lion ——a famous person  the lions of
literature ——afamous person in literature  have seen the lions
——an experienced person  lion of the day ——rarely-seen and precious things  see the lions
——sightsee show the lions ——show somebody around the places of
interest “ lion” lion hunter —flatter afamous person  beard
the lion in his den ——dareto offend the
authoritative
2.7 " or* lion" —

(try to draw hu and end with the likeness of a dog? attempting more than one has
ability for draw hu with a cat as a model? imitate one's gopearance being like
hu? usually a boy looking strong and good natured

protruding canine tooth akind of vegetable “ lion”
Lionsinternational ——an international service organization  Lions, gulf of (
——the north-west seaport of the Mediterranean sea  lion head ——akind of goldfish like
lions lion dog ( ——asort of dog likelions  lion's toot ( ——dandelion lion mask (

——akind of furniture

20



“ ” “ Iionn

3. ] ” “ Ilonn

3.1

L akoff
model(ICM)”  Lakoff 1987 68

3.2
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3.3

an idealized cognitive
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lion's mouth assinlion’'s
skin

se the lions
lion-hearted “ K “or “ lion”
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Animal Idioms Teaching in Cognitive Per spective
—from the Contrastive Analysison Chinese® Hu” Idiomsand English “ Lion” Idioms
ZHOU Hong Shenyang Institute of Aeronautical Engineering

Abstract: In the actual idioms teaching, most students feel that idioms are difficult to comprehend,
memorize and make actual application just because the overall meanings of idioms are unpredictable. Since
cognitive linguistics is based on embodiment, it can change the abstract things into comparatively concrete things,
which provides a shortest way to grasp these idioms. Actually, most idioms are based on conceptual metaphor and
metonymy composed of conceptual mappings between the source domain and the target one. Therefore, this paper
is trying to probe into the role of cognitive principles in idioms teaching, especialy anima idioms from the
contrastive analysis on Chinese “hu” idioms and English “lion” idioms.

Key words: metaphor; metonymy; metonymic mapping; frame and profile; conceptual integration; cognitive
culture
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