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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinical characteristics
of portal hypertensive colonopathy (PHC)
in patients with hepatocirrhosis and to
examine its association with liver function,
esophageal varices and portal hypertensive
gastropathy.

METHODS: Forty-two patients with liver cirrho-
sis underwent colonoscopy and were followed-
up for 2 years. Incidence rate of portal hyperten-
sive colonopathy was calculated.

RESULTS: Incidence rate of PHC was 52%, and
for esophageal varices, 79%. Previous sclerother-
apy or band ligation treatment for esophageal
varices were carried out in 26% and 38% of the
patients, respectively. Portal hypertensive gas-
tropathy was observed in 55% of the patients.
All of the patients were followed up for at least
2 years, 51% developed lower gastrointestinal
bleeding. The incidence rate of PHC was neither
increased with increased grade of liver function
(x* = 2.64, P > 0.05), nor with esophageal varicos-
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ity (x° = 1.84, P > 0.05). However, lower gastro-
intestinal bleeding was correlated with PHC (y*
=13.14, P <0.05).

CONCLUSION: Colonic lesions are frequent in
cirrhotic patients, these lesions are not specific
for the disease and are not correlated with de-
gree of cirrhosis, with esophageal varices, but
correlated with bleeding from the lower gastro-
intestinal tract.
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