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Abstract

AlIM: To evaluate the curative effect and
safety of endoscopic retrograde cholangio-
pancreatography (ERCP) for patients aged over
80 with acute obstructive suppurative cholangitis
(AOSC) and to propose the rational therapy.

METHODS: Four hundred and thirty nine
AOSC patients aged over 80 from January 2001
to December 2007 in our hospital were enrolled
and assigned to endoscopic treatment group (n
= 279), operative treatment group (n = 94) and
conservative treatment group(n = 66) based on
their way of management. Data of these three
groups regarding complication incidence, mor-
tality rate, hospital stay and admission fee were
retrospectively analyzed and compared.
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RESULTS: The mortality rates were 16.7% and
8.5% in conservative treatment group and opera-
tive treatment group, respectively, while 2 cases
died and 14 cases lost follow-up in endoscopic
treatment group. Complication rate was signifi-
cantly lower in endoscopic treatment group than
operative treatment group (3.9% vs 34.0%, P <
0.01). The mortality rate, hospital stay and ad-
mission fee in endoscopic treatment group were
significantly lower than operative treatment
group and conservative treatment group (0.72%
vs 8.5%,16.7%; 73 + 2.8 d vs 114 £ 3.7 d, 153
49d;1.23+0.540vs1.55+0.79,1.56 + 0.84, all P <
0.05). The mortality rate and hospital stay were
lower in operative treatment group than conser-
vative treatment group(both P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: Endoscopic retrograde chol-
angio-pancreatography, effective and safe for
AOSC patients aged over 80, is a treatment of
first choice.
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