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Morphological Diversity of Schisandra (Schisandraceae)
Seeds and Its Taxonomic Implication

UN Cheng-Ren
( Cdlege of Life Siences, West China Normal University, Nanchong 637002, China)

Abstract: Thirty-six seed samples represented 34 popul ation of 27 taxa of Sthisandra are messured in three dimentions .
One new concept of relative volume’ was adopted here . 34 photographs of the seeds are selected for discussng seed feature
and taxonomi ¢ dgnificance of Shisandra . The seed surface of Schisandra may be divided into four types: (1) smooth or
subgmoath;  (2) obvioudy rugose or sparsely or densely tuberculate; (3) with dense papillae; (4) with irregular nodular
rope-like protuberance, like cerebrumdf themamma . The comparative andysis of entire features from the seeds and andro-
ecium damondrated that a highly relative variability between seed marpha and androecium fegture existed in sect . Maxi mow-
icza, Shisandra and Sphagodema respectively except sect . Pleiogema with a sndler degree of the reative variahility .
The taxonomic revisions on Schisandra contributed by Lin Qi (2000) and Saunders (2000) are not supported by the compre-
heng ve investigation for the morpha, rdative volume, colour and surface sculpture o the seed in the present pgper . Divid-
ing sect . Sohaercstema into two subgenera by Lav yu-wu is not supported by the evidences from the seeds a0 .
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. " chinersis ( . 22, : 33, 34),
, 2002) : S. glauceens ( . 25),
: S. incarnata ( . 23), S. plena,
, S. propinqua var. intermedia (
: : 3), S. propinqua var. 9senss  (
Smith (1947) 16), S. pulbestens var. pubexans (
. 15), S. pubestens var. pulbnevis (
1 : 14), S. rubxiflora ( . 21),
S. phagrandra f. pallida (
1 19), S. phaerandra f. Pphaerandra
24 48h, ) ( : 20), S. phenanthea (
1mal 1/NeOH 5 B : 26 29) S. tomentella (
min , NaOH 7
20% 30% NaClO 10 20 min,
(2) ,
20% NaClo S. arisanensis ( : 13),
50% 70% 0% 5% S. gandiflora ( . 24),
1 2 min S. landfolia ( : 18),
M S. maantha ( : 5), S. ngglecta
, Philips XL ( . 6), S. viridis ( . 8)
Serieo XL30 Hitachi S80  Hitachi S450 3 S. wilniana ( . 17)
(3)
S. herryi var. henryi ( - 9),
S. henryi var. longipes ( . 10),
S. henryi var. marginalis ( : 11)
S. henryi var. yunnanenss (
12)
(4) :
S. bicolar var. bicolor ( 1),
20 S. bicolor var. tuberculata ( : 2)
: ( mm) S. repanda. ( L 4)
3
3
3.1
0 3.1.1 *ct. Shisandra
( -1, 2, 4) :
2 70 mm’ ( ),
( 1 : : :
: 4
(D Shisandra ( )
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Table1 Three dimensional data of seeds of Schisandra and vouchers
Section Species and taxon Length Width Thinkness Rel ative Locality Voucher Plate
under species (mm) (mm) (mm) volume Type of
(mm3) testa
* 4.1 3.7 2.7 40 .96 (2) 1: 24
S. grandiflora (4.14.2) (3.6-3.8) (2.6-2.8) (Cuona, Tibet) (G.C.Xia & T.K.Mi)
827 ( PE)
3.9 3.3 2.2 28.31 (1) (C.R. Sun) I: 21
S. rubriflora (3.6-4.2) (2.9-3.6) (1.9-2.5) (Dujiangyan, Schuan) 575 (SITC)
3.8 3.2 2.3 29.97 (1) (C.R. Sun)
S. rubriflora (3.4-4.0) (3.0-3.5) (2.1-2.5) (Tangjiahe Naturai Reserve 574 (SITC)
S chuan)
* 4.5 3.8 2.4 41 . 04 (1) (Y.J . Feng) I: 23
S.incarnata (4.4-4.7) (3.7-3.9) (2.4) (Shennongjia, Hubei) 2675 (YUKU)
3.6 3.1 2.2 24 .55 (1) (C.R. Sun) II: 20
S. gphaerandra f. (3.34.2) (2.6-3.6) (1.9-2.5) (Lijiang, Yunan) 1179 (9TC)
ghaerandra
4.1 3.7 2.5 37.93 (1) (C.R. Sun)
Sect . S. gphaerandra f. (3.84.6) (3.2-3.8) (2.2-2.7) (Lijiang, Yunan) 1364 (9TC)
Plei ostema gphaerandra
4.2 3.5 2.7 39.69 (1) (C.R. Sun) I: 19
S. yphaerandra f. (4.0-4.5) (3.3-3.8) (2.0-3.1) (Xichang, Schuan) 854 (SITC)
pallida
4.3 3.8 2.5 40.85 (1) (C.R. Sun)
S. yphaerandra f. (4.0-4.6) (3.44.0) (2.3-2.7) (Xichang, Schuan) 1348 (9TC)
pallida
3.9 3.5 2.3 34.98 (3) (X.P . Huang) 1: 9
S henryi var. herryi (3.54.3) (3.0-3.8) (2.1-2.6) (Yibin, Schuan) s.n (9TC)
3.8 3.3 2.2 27.59 (3) (C.R. Sun) I: 10
S. henryi var. (3.1-4.4) (3.0-3.6) (2.0-2.5) (Lichuan, Hubei) 808 (SITC)
longipes
* 4.1 3.5 2.5 35.88 (3) (X.Y . He) 1: 11
S. henryi var. (3.7-4.5) (3.2-4.0) (2.3-2.7) (Changhua, Zhejiang) 30390 (IBSC)
marginalis
3.3 3.0 2.2 21.78 (3) (C.R. Sun) 112
S. henryi var. (3.1-3.6) (2.8-3.2) (2.0-2.4) (Smao, Yunnan) 908 (SITC)
yunnanensis
3.4 3.1 2.2 23.19 (1) (X.P . Huang) I: 15
S. pubeseens var . (3.1-3.7) (2.9-3.3) (2.0-2.6) (Yibin, Schuan) s.n (9TC)

pubescens
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1
Section Species and taxon Length Width Thinkness Rel ative Locality Voucher Plate
under species (mm) (mm) (mm) volume Type of
(mm3) testa
* 3.4 3.0 2.1 21.42 (1) (Yingjing I: 14
S. pubescens var . (3.3-3.4) (3.0) (2.0-2.2) (Yingjing, Schuan) Exped ) 498 (SM)
pubirervis
* 3.2 2.7 2.1 18.14 (1) (Yibin Exped)
S. pubescens var . (3.1-3.2) (2.4-3.0) (2.0-2.2) (Junlian, Schuan) 850 (SM)
pubirervis
* 3.4 2.9 2.3 22 .68 (1) (Q.S . Zhao I: 7
S. tomentalla (3.3-3.6) (2.7-3.0) (2.1-2.5) (Leibo, Schuan) et al) 1341 (Sz2)
3.5 3.1 2.3 24.96 (3) (C.R. Sun) n: 17
S. willsoniana (3.1-3.7) (2.9-3.4) (2.0-2.4) (Heging, Yunnan) 692 (SITC)
4.2 3.4 2.5 35.70 (1) (C.R. Sun) )
Sect . S. glaucescens (3.7-4.5) (3.1-3.8) (2.2-2.8) (Xingshan, Hubei) 621 (SITC)
Plei ostema 3.7 3.1 2.2 25.23 (1) (C.R. Sun) 26
S. phenanthera (3.2-4.2) (2.5-3.4) (2.0-2.5) (Ankang, Shanxi) 672 (SITC) 29
* 3.8 3.2 2.5 30.40 (2) (W.Y . Lian) I: 6
S. neglecta (3.24.0) (2.6-3.6) (2.1-2.7) (Weixi, Yunnan) 146 (IMD)
* 4.2 3.7 2.5 38.85 (2) (Taiwan) W-T . Tsang 27693 I: 13
S. arisarensis (4.2-4.3) (3.5-3.8) (U.9)
* 3.4 3.2 2.4 26.11 (3) (Z. P . Jian
S. viridis (3.33.5) (3.1-3.3) (2.3-2.5) (Chongan, Fujian) et al) 400744 (PE)
* 3.4 3.1 2.5 26.35 (3) (S.H . Chen) 8,
S. viridis (3.2-3.6) (3.0-3.2) (2.3-2.6) (Mt. Damiao, Guangxi) 16306 (IBK) 30 32
3.8 3.2 2.5 34.40 (2) (C.R. Sun) 11: 18
S. lancifolia (3.2-4.0) (2.9-3.4) (2.2-2.7) (Shimian, S chuan) 731 (SITC)
3.9 3.3 2.6 33.46 (2) (C.R. Sun)
S. lancifolia (3.7-4.3) (3.0-3.7) (2.4-2.7) (Shimian, S chuan) 1339 (9TC)
* 3.8 3.3 2.7 33.92 (2) (P.H . Yu) I: 5
S. micrantha (3.6-3.9) (3.1-3.5) (2.5-2.8) (Bijie, Guizhou) 517 (IBXC)
* 3.7 3.2 2.7 31.97 (2) Anonymous, s.n
S. micrantha (3.6-3.8) (3.2) (2.6-2.8) (Mengzi, Y unnan) (SWFC)
4.8 3.7 2.9 51.50 (1) (C.R. Sun) n: 22,
Sect . S. chinensis (4.45.3) (3.04.3) (2.4-3.1) (Xiaolongmen, Xishan 1178 (9TC) I: 33,
Maxi mowiczia Mt . Beijing) 34
* 5.6 4.4 3.2 78.85 (4) Japan I: 4
S. rgpanda (Anonymous) 213% (FE)
* 5.7 4.4 3.1 77.75 (4) (H.Q. Zhu) ;1
Sect . S. bicolor (5.5-5.8) (4.3-4.6) (3.0-3.2) (West Tianmu Mt . 658 (1BXC)
Schisandra Zhejiang)
* 5.8 4.6 2.8 74.70 (4) (S.L . Yu) ;2
S. bicolor var. (5.6-6.1) (4.5-4.7) (2.7-3.0) (Longsheng Guangxi ) 700685 (I1BK)
tuberculata
* 5.6 4.6 2.3 59.25 (1) (Y.B . Zhang) I: 3
S. propinqua var. (5.5-5.7) (4.4-4.7) (2.3) (Xundian, Yunnan) 869 (IBXC)
intermedia
* 4.1 3.4 2.8 39.03 (1) (Sichuan Agriculture I1: 16
S. propingua var. (3.6-4.8) (3.1-3.9) (2.3-3.3) (Baoxing, Schuan) University) 7679 (SAU)
dnersis
4.1 3.4 2.4 33.46 (1) (C.R. Sun)
Sect . S. propingua var. (3.94.3) (8.1-3.6) (2.2-2.7) (Emei, Sishuan) 1386 (9TC)
Sphaerostema  dnensis
* 4.1 3.7 2.6 39.44 (1) (X.K . Liu)
S. propinqua var . (4.0-4.3) (3.5-3.8) (2.4-2.8) (Yaan, Schuan) 590220 (SAU)
dnensis
* 5.1 4.0 3.2 65.28 (1)
S. plena (Jinghong, Y unnan) Anonymous, Ss.n .
(IBSC)
* 20 Remarks: Specific name followed by * means its seed samples less than 20 .
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9. 39 43 mm’ S. incarnata ,
9. 51 53mm’ S. chinensis
10 . 6 68t S. plena u n
10 . 61 mm’ 11
3
- > elmm 59.25 mm 77.75
S. propinqua var . intermedia 3
mm )
11 . B 39m7? ,
: . . 57 61l mm,
S. propinqua var. gsnends .
12, 17 23.5mn 76 8 mm
S. pubescens var. pubescens, ' '
S. pubescens var . pubinervis S. tomentdla
12 . 24 mnt
S. glaucescens, S. rub- 3.3
riflora, S. sphenanthera, 4
S. sphaerandr S. sphaerandra f. pallida
( mm ), ,
1 , , ( , 2002)
20 , 1; :
20 :
2, ) 1
3 )
1 1 ’ 7 ”
, (Corner, 1976)
1 y Ba'
thlott (1981, 1984) ,
3.2 (
3.2.1 ; Smth, 1947 )
1 SJb'
, gen. Pleicsgema (1996) ,
( > 3), , (Corner, 1976)

Srith (1947)
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Wen-Pen Leu 1543 S. arisanens’s) :
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(1981 2000), 5 ,
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(360 480),
) Barthlott W, 1981 . Epiderma and seed surface characters d plants:
(1. 936 S. neglecta; 2. systematic gpplicability and some evdutionary aspects [J] . Nordic
2494 3 4231 Journal of Botany, 1: 345—355
S. sphenanthera; 4 21423 S Vil’idiS; 5 Barthlat W, 1984 . Microgtructural features o seed surfaces [A] . In:

Heywood VH, Moore DM ed . Current Concepts in Plant Taxonomy
[M] . London: Academic Press, 95—105

Corner EJH, 1976 . The Seeds of Dicayledons [M] . Londoan: Cam-

bridge Universty Press, 57—58
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Sodety of China ed . Abgracts of Academic Reports and Papers Pre- 29 . 30, 31, 32. 33, 3#4.
sented a the 65th Anniversary of the Baanical Society of China
[M] . Beijing: Forestry Press of China, 91—92 ( , 1 mm)

Lin Q ( ), 2000 . Taxanomic notes on the genus Schisandra Michx
[J] . Ada Phytotax Sin ( ), 38: 532—550

Saunders RMK, 2000 . Monogrgph of Schisandra [J] . Sysematic Bat
Monographs, 58: 1—137

Snith AC, 1947 . The families Illiciaceae and Schisandraceae [ J] .
Sargentia, 7: 1—7, 79—218

Sun CR ( ), 2002 . Micromorphdogcal features of the seed sur-

face of Schisandra and its taxonomic sgnificance [J] . Acta Phyto-

tax Sn ( ), 40: 97—109
Yang ZR ( ), Lin Q ( ), Liu CJ ( ), et al,
2002 . Seed morphology of the genus Shisandra and its taxonomic
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1.1 12 1. 2 3
;4 7 5. ; 6 ;7
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Explanation of Plates

Plate : 1-12 1. Shisandra bicola; 2. S. bicdor var. tuberculata;
3. Schisandra propingua var. intemedia; 4 . Schisandra repanda; 5 .
Schisandra micrantha; 6 . Shisandra neglecta; 7 . Shisandra tomertd -
la; 8. Shisandra wiridis; 9. Shisandra henryi va. henryi; 10 .
Schisandra henryi  var. longipes; 11 . S henryi var. marginalis; 12 .
S. heryi var. yunnanens's .

Plate : 13-24 13 . Schisandra arisanensi; 14 . S. pubescens var. pub-
inervis; 15 . S. pubescens var . pubescens; 16 . S. propingua var. Snensis;
17 . S.wilsoniana; 18 . S.landfdia; 19 . S. gphaerandra f. pallida;
20. S.sphagrandra f. sphaerandra; 21 . S.rubriflora; 22. S chin-
endgs; 23. S.incarnata; 24 . S. grandiflora .

Plate : 25-34 25 . Sthisandra glaucescens; 26 . S. sphenanthera;
27-32 . areaaround the midst of the line linking bath centers of hilum
and doraum: 27, 28, 29 . S. ghenanthera; 30, 31, 32 . S.\ridis;
33, 34 . area near hilum: S. chinensis .

(There are two kinds of bar in thess plates: one is marked by SEM auto-
matically; The indicating length is according to the figure on photos; the
other which is 1 mm is sticked manudly &ter photos deveoped)
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