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ABSTRACT Epoxy resin/polyurethane interpenetrating polymer network nanocomposites with var-
ious contents of polyurethane and organophilic montmorillonite(oMMT) were prepared by a sequential
polymeric technique and in situ intercalation method. The analysis showed that oMMT interacted with
epoxy resin/polyurethane interpenetrating polymer networks (IPNs). oMMT dispersed uniformly in epoxy
resin/polyurethane IPNs, and formed the intercalated or exfoliated microstructures in the matrix. Me-
chanical properties tests indicated that oMMT and the IPNs of EP and PU exhibited synergistic effect on
improving tensile strength and critical stress intensity factor of pure EP. Scanning electronic microscope
observations prove that cavities and micro—cracks are responsible for improving toughness and strength of
EP nanocomposites modified by polyurethane and oMMT.
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property
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Fig.3 TEM patterns of EP nanocomposites with different oM contents (a) EP/PU1, (b) EP/PU3, (c) EP/PU5
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Table 1 Mechanical properties of the different

materials
Sample Tensile strength Fracture toughness
/MPa /(MPa-m'/2)
Pure EP 57.0 0.53
10%PU 55.2 0.67
25%PU 47.8 1.03
35%PU 23.4 0.93
EP/PU1 51.1 1.17
EP/PU3 68.6 1.38
EP/PU5 80.2 1.19
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4
Fig.4 SEM patterns for tensil fracture of the different materials (a) Pure EP, (b) 10% PU, (c¢) 25%
PU, (d) 35% PU, (e) EP/PUL, (f) EP/PU5
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