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Influence of pulse bias on surface properties of TiN films
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ABSTRACT TiN films were fabricated on 201 austenitic stainless steel by vacuum arc ion plating with
large rectangular planar target. The effect of pulse bias on the surface morphology, micro-structure, surface
hardness and wear resistance, etc has been investigated. The number of macro particles demonstrates an
increase with sample bias, followed by a decrease with bias. This may be attributed to the competition
between the force resulted from ion drag and force induced by electrical filed. The results also show that
there exists an optimal bias to achieve a larger ration of I(111) to I(290) and higher wear-resistance. The
300 V bias leads to better surface properties.
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Table 1 Parameters for deposition of TiN films

Step Process Parameters
1 Target cleaning Pulse bias voltage=—1000 V, Duty ratio=30%,
Working pressure=4.8x1072 ~5.0x10~2Pa,
Working temperature=110+5 ‘C, up to 360 C,
I1;=120 A, Processing time=>5 min
2 TiN Pulse bias voltage=—100~—400 V, Duty ratio=50%,

Working pressure=1.0+0.1 Pa,
Working temperature=360+5 C,

I1;=120 A, Processing time=60 min
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Fig.1 Thickness of films as a function of pulse bias
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Fig.2 Surface morphologies of TiN films produced under different pulse bias (a) =100 V; (b) —200 V;
(c) 300 V; (d) ~400 V
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Fig.5 Hardness of films as a function of pulse bias
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