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Construction Payment Protection under English Law and
its Reference to Mainland China

Wu Jin,He Baizhou
(1.Dept. of Civil Engineering, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China;
2.School of Economics and Management Engineering, Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Beijing 100044,
China)

Abstract:Payment Arrears is one of obstacles to the healthy development of Mainland China construction industry. In recent
years, with intervention from administrative power, agreed arrears decrease while unagreed arrears increase. Institutional
arrangements, such as the long—term mechanism preventing arrears, should be constructed to protect contractors. The paper
analyses the methods for construction payment protection under English Law, both traditional and current, explains the need for
the recent breakthrough of construction/building payment security Acts, and suggests that Mainland China may refer to some
English jurisdictions” legislative experience, especially the adjudication mechanism and outlaw of conditional payment clause.
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