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Three Images of Scholars in the Spring and Autumn

and the Warring States Periods

WANG Aijun
(School of Humanity, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: The Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods were the unrest periods in the history of
China. In such turbulent periods, there have been three typical life styles of scholars, including antagonism,
seclusion and conforming. They had played different roles in the history. The antagonist scholars, who were
dissatisfied with the reality and not willing to comply with the historical trend, insisted on their own beliefs.
These scholars would rather sacrifice their own lives to guard their beliefs. Although the seclusive scholars
were also dissatisfied with the reality, they could remain aloof. These people would indulge in their mental
world or enjoy countryside life style in the process of tilling the fields by themselves. The conforming
scholars, who were the leading role of the time, were totally different with the above two sorts of scholars.
They conformed to the historical development trends and pursued the realization of individual value.
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