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Temple of City God in Lixian: Lieu de Mémoire of

Local History and Culture

WANG Xiaohing™?
(1. Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgi, China 830054,
2. Ingtitute of Sinology, Munich University, Munich, Germany 80539)

Abstract: When tradition is separated from the daily life in modern society, people usualy try to keep them
alive through safeguarding so-called cultural heritages to consolidate their cultural memory. The Temple of
the City God in Lixian was originaly a place to spread folk religious belief. After it has been listed as local
cultural relic protection unit, it has become a public place which connects local people with the past and helps
to identify them with the local culture. So, it is somewhat of akind of lieu de mémoire in which local history
and culture are condensed. Also the revitalized annual festival held in the Temple of the City God is not only a
religious festival anymore, but a cultural event with symbolic performances. With the clear redlization of the
functional change of the Temple of the City God, the organizers and superintendents have no reason to fear of
encountering any political conflict. They should concentrate on the discovery and reconstruction of these
traditional folk belief cultures, whether tangible or intangible, and let them flourish freely in a new social
context.

Key words: Folk Belief; Cultural Heritage; Temple of City God; Temple Festival; Social Memory

(tk: RHH)



