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New Historical Interpretation on The Great Gatsby

FU Feiliang
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Yuncheng University, Yuncheng, China  044000)

Abstract: Fitzgerald's novel The Great Gatsby spreads the dominant discourse of the self made men of the
period to which the novel was related. The discourse was that any poor boy in USA, if he had good personal
quality, could grow up and develop into a crucia role in the financial world. At the same time, a key
contradiction of self made man's discourse was also mentioned in Fitzgerald's novel The Great Gatsby. The
contradiction was consisted of spreading a desire for escaping from history and exceeding realities (time,
place and human being's limitation) and giving a promise of being remembered and admired by all the other
Americans to those who had ambitions and perseverance.

Key words: The Great Gatsby; New Historicism; Self Made Man
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