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Rediscovery of Ancient Bourgs in Contemporary Chinese Society

ZHOU Xing
(International Chinese Study Center, Aichi University, Aichi, Japan  441-8522)

Abstract: The phenomenon of public attention to ancient bourgs in contemporary China has been discussed
in this paper. Based on the background of the globalization and urbanization, the significance of rediscovery
and historical and cultural value of the ancient bourgs have been analyzed. The urbanites sentimental
attachment to rural China, which means that, to some extent, modern China has returned to pursue its
traditions and to reassure its cultura hometowns, has been reflected in the fever of ancient bourgs and its
relative social and cultural tendencies. In addition, some problems the ancient bourgs face in the process of
the New Construction Campaign in the Countryside and the development of tourism have been reflected on.
Meanwhile, some potential changes and their mechanisms of ancient bourgs in contemporary China have
been discussed.

Key words: Contemporary China; Urbanization; Ancient Bourg; Rediscovery; Cultural Consciousness
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