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Analysis on “Invention of Four Tones”

CHEN Ping
(School of Humanities, Wenzhou University, WenzhGhina 325035)

Abstract: “Invention of four tones” was criticized by somehslars, because in their opinion, Chinese four
tones can not be invented or created by anyone eMenvat the same time, “invention of four tonesaiso
universally accepted and continues to be used lyrseholars. This paper believes that the contiiadidés
caused by the different meanings of “inventionaircient and modertimes,and then gives demonstration of
the correctness of “invention of four tones” in Gifie context.

Key words: Invention of four tones; Discovery; Creation; Difat meanings in ancient and modern times
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