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Validity and Vitality in the Transmission of Tradition

ZHANG Juwen
(Center for Asia Studies, Willamette University, Salem, USA  97301)

Abstract: Whether it is an action in a ritual or a motif in a narrative, no element could be formed and
transformed without the geographic, economic, political and religious contextual influences. In such
processes, new rites and motifs constantly revise or replace the existent elements so as to adapt to the new
social milieu. Based on analysis of recent fieldwork on rituals and narratives, the concepts of validity and
vitality in the transmission of tradition have been briefly discussed so as to make deep reflection and
discussion on reasons of traditions’ surviving and developing or perishing after various affections.

Key words: Ritual; Encoffinning; Tale-type; Yuelao (Match-maker); Validity of Tradition; Vitality of
Tredition

(. RHA)



