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Intelligent Person in Harem
— On The Peony Pavilion and the Female Readers

in Ming-Qing Dynasties

XIE Yongjun
(Institute of Chinese Drama, Chinese National Acaglef Arts, Beijing, China 100029)

Abstract: The female readers dhe Peony Pavilion in Ming-Qing dynasties mostly lived in south ofth
River. Most of them were youthful women with thedrateur’s identity. The reading ®he Peony Pavilion
for them wasn't a kind of amusements, but was d kihaesthetic agencies that sprung their inspinagind
drove their literary creation. They understood niégly that the reading damaged their bodies. Hanahey
indulged in the reading. This showed that the regdif The Peony Pavilion for them had the especial life
meaning.

Key words. Female reader3he Peony Pavilion; Reading; Life meaning; Ming-Qing dynasties
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