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OnBakhtin’s “Carnival” Theory and Zhuangzi’s

Thought of “Going Rambling”

REN Zhen, HE Zhijun
(1. Chinese Literature and Journalism College, &ahUniversity, Chengdu, China 610064;
2. Chinese Language and Literature College, Luddmgersity, Yantai, China 264025)

Abstract: The Bakhtin's theory on “carnival” and Zhuangzi®tght of “going rambling” are different in
both their attitudes in trading formalized norms avorldly living ways, and the cultural and spigtangles.
This difference, on the one hand, comes form tifferdint cultural backgrounds and social contextshef
east and the west. On the other hand, both of #maphasize the negation to the official formalizednms
and values. To Bakhtin, this negation lies traitstpuin the concentrating to the folk culture ofdhter; and
to Zhuangzi, it lies in the attitude of “going ralinlg without destination” which either affirms armlilds
nothing or follows everything in the living world.

Key words: Carnival; Going rambling; Laughter; Negation; Normérld
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