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Study on the Decrees of Official Horses Management and

Use in the Song Dynasty

ZHANG Xianyun
(College of Culture and History, Luoyang Normal University, Luoyang, China 471022)

Abstract: The Song Dynasty was a small country and had many disasters in our Chinese history. In order to
increase its defense force, the rulers paid much attention to the official horses husbandry, and promulgated a
series of decrees to protect the official horses, which included official horses register, brand, raise, treatment,
breeding, training, ration, punishment to the people who kill the horse and so on. These measures promoted
the official horse husbandry’s development. Their efforts made up official horses deficiencies caused by the
climate and environment to some extent.
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