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A Micro-perspective on the Elites Formation

in the Village-in-city of Wenzhou

WANG Xin
(School of Law and Politics, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: Through investigating “village-in-a-city” of Wenzhou, the paper found that the social network and
social capital are the key elements determining the up or down mobility of its residents in social and
economic status. The formation of the elites (new entrepreneurs) of the “village-in-a-city” is just the result of
the exchange between the social network and social capital, which accounts for the fact that the social
network embedded in the old system still functions in distribution of various sources, by which the so-called
political elites play crucial roles in the social stratification of the “village-in-a-city”.

Key words: “Village-in-a-city”; Elite; Stratification; Social-network; Social capital
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