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External Linkages and the Development of Knowledge-intensive

Service Industrial Clusters

Chen Shouming, Li Jie
(School of Economics & Management, Tongji University, Shanghai China ,200092)

Abstract:According to the classical theory of industrial clusters, local embeddedness is the key source of the clusters

competitive advantages. After reviewing the literatures on external linkages of industrial cluster, this article argues that the

external linkages are important for the industrial upgrade of Chinese knowledge—intensive industrial clusters, then, a case study

of the architectural design cluster around Tongji University from external linkage perspective is provided to support the

argument. A final section draws a policy suggestion that local government should help to establish the global linkages of the

industrial clusters.

Key Words:Industrial Cluster; External Linkage ;Service Industry ; Knowledge—Intensive Industry



