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Preliminary Study of Huang Zongxi’s Yuan Fa

CHEN Shengbin
(Department of Philosophy, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, China 730070)

Abstract: Yuan Fa is the most important article of the book Ming Yi Dai Fang Lu, and it is the embodiment of
Huang Zongxi’s thought of law. In his mind, the law should be set out from the common people's actual
benefits and should be established for all; In the meantime, he sharply points out that the law absolutely and
exclusively controlled by the monarchic power is an illegal law which will disserve all under the heaven. The
law is the groundwork for running a country, and managing the law comes before managing the people. But
his discussions are merely the contents of law and it still requires further implementation for the objectified
form of law.
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