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The Evolution of Conflict between Tradition and Modernism

—— On the Process of Gender in China’s Female Poems

YAN Jialan
(School of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: The gender consciousness in female poems underwent a slow change from tradition to modernism.
Under the pressure of feudalism, women, in their poems, had no their own gender consciousness, merely
identifying themselves with men’s dominance; the period of the May 4" Movement was most and critically
important for appearance and development of gender awareness in China. From this period on, woman began
to take their own gender seriously in poems, and gradually tended to strengthen this kind of consciousness.
After half a century’s hesitation, excitement, retrogresses, gender consciousness in China’s female works,
catalyzed by the theory and practice of the western feminism, finally came to its independence, which was
realistically reflected by female poems.

Key words: Traditional culture; Female consciousness; Gender consciousness
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