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Brief Studies on the Name of Nanxi (Southern Opera)

XU Shunping
(Wenzhou Medical College, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: The proper term of Nanxi (literally Southern Opera) comes from Yuan dynasty. The author studied
the origin, evolution and variants of the name Nanxi during its spreading. Variant views are reviewed and
commented, and the name of Nanxi is redefined.

Key words: Southern opera; Classical local opera; Poetic drama in Wenzhou (Yongjia); Legend
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