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On Habermas and Freire’s Epistemology

HE Yongcheng
(School of Foreign Languages, Wenzhou Universign¥tiou, China 325035)

Abstract: Freire and Habermas share a critical theory ofitalgical and developmental subject. Meantime,
both of them approach the issues of theory andtipeafrom the perspective of metatheory. As is knpw
disputes over epistemology in social sciences ma@dolve around positivism and anti-positivismwéwer,

the studies conducted by Freire and Habermas betfaté from these two extremes, which leads to a
paradigm shift in the light of critical hermenestidll in all, Habermas and Freire’'s epistemologyghly
covers the following themes: their understandinghefhuman sciences; their analysis of the logicribfjue

as a transformative process; their theory of tmgrtbunded in dialogue and consensus; and their asintr
between communicative and technical rationality.

Key words: Metatheory; Epistemology; Dialogue; Discourse; iCaithermeneutics
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