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Effect of drought stress on burley tobacco’ s nicotine conversion in fast growing period
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Abstract Effect of drought stress on burley tobacco’ s nicotine conversion was studied by controlling soil water content in fast
growing period . Results showed that nicotine conversion in B37 converters was changing dissimilarly in different drought stress
treatment and the fast increasing phase of the percent of nicotine conversion PNC delayed when the leaf position ascended
in air-curing stage. Nicotine conversion in B37" s non-converters maintained at lower level and there was no distinct difference
in all treatments. Moderate drought may help to decrease converter’ s nornicotine content and tobacco leaves’  containing con-
verter and non-converter nicotine conversion and hence increase the stability of nicotine conversion of non-converters.
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