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The Behavior and Brain Function of Word Processing in Illiterate Subjects

CAO Xiao-Hua'?; LIKui-Min'; CHEN Chang-Ming*; WENG Xu-Chu’

(' Department of Psychology, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

(Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)
Abstract: Many studies have revealed the cognitive ability of illiteracy who had not receive normal school
education. Originally, the studies of illiteracy concentrated on spoken processing and phonological awareness.Then,
those studies of illiteracy investigated phonological and semantic processing of words. With the development of
brain imaging techniques, many researchers focused on the illiteracy’ cognitive mechanism of word processing and
how the early spelling ability modulated the organization of brain function. These researches discussed the function
of the left fusiform gyrus in the word recognition and the laterality of brain function of illiteracy. In the future the
studies of how the brain change with the illiteracy learning spelling and how the influence of cultural cognition to
aging are interesting.
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