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Goddess Worship and Thought in Ancient China
CHEN Chun-hui
Unstitute of Chinese Thought and Culture, Northwest University X an 710069)
Abstract; Goddess worship was a religious activity in primitive society. This activity had been developed in-
to the worship of god of the land (SheShen) before the Qin Dynasty. Both Goddess worship and Landgod
worship were based on the philosophy of intra—class mutual promotion which held that human’s activity
could exert influences on the Nature. Therefore, ancient people always made a sacrifice by putting a preg-
naut woman in the temple. and they also advocated the being-together of man and woman while offering a
sacrifice. They expected to get bumper harvests by means of human’s multiplication. These ancient activi-
ties and thoughts contained the thought of integrating Man and Nature. and the concept of Multiplication
tSheng). Negative and Positive {YinYang). as well as Communication between Man and Nature (Tian-

RenGan¥ing).

Key wards:Goddess; God of the Land; Multiplication {Sheng}: Negative and Positive (YinYang}; Com-
munication between Man and Nature
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