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The Research Method in the Spirit of Laws by Montesquieu
YANG Quan-1i' .CAO Tang-zhe

t1. Department of Applied Social Sciences, Northwest University Xf'an 710068, Chrra; 2. Schoot of Governmental Becying Ad-
minisiratian . Unrversitys Beiging 100871, Chine)

Abstract ; This paper explicates the research methods used by Baron de Montesquieu in his The Spirit af
Laws. It claims that fhe major research method used by him in the book belongs to the school of posi-
tivists. which emphasizes wholenss, history and comparison. The positivist method used by him distin-
guishes him from the school of the classically natural laws. We challenge the traditional viewpoint that
Montesquieu belonged to the school of the natural laws. The foundation for us to postulate the above
views is the principle of "let being demonstrate itself”, which is shared commonly by phenomenologists
and hermeneutists. Another principle which we follow and which encourages us to challenge the traditional
viewpaint is that “methods are the media between the subjects and objects, and methods are the inner tar-
gets and principles of categories as well. *

Key words: Montesquieu: Positivists; The Spirit of Laws: School of the Natural Laws
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