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The Role of Ming-Qing Industry and
Commerce Guild in the Conformity of Market Order
—— Take the example of Shanxi and Shaanxi Industry and Commerce Guild
LI Gang, SONG Lun
(1. Department of Applied Social Science, Northwestern University, Xi'an 710069 ,China)

Abstract: During the Ming-Qing period, the development of China’s traditional market made the reorganiz-
ing the market order become a necessity. However, this rectification was not in proportion with the gov-
ernment’s policy which emphasized on agriculture and ignored business. Therefore, in order to maintain a
regular economic order,the industrial and commercial guild took the responsibility of drafting internal reg-
ulations, arbitrating business disputes, creating the atmosphere of honesty and fairness ,etc. This paper
takes the example of Shanxi and Shaanxi industry and commerce guild to illustrate the provincial guild’s

role in the economic activities.

Key words: Ming-Qing Period; guild of industry and commerce; market order; Shanxi and Shaanxi indus-

trial and commercial guild
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