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Study on Chen Qitian’s View on Democratic Demeanor

XI1AO Haiyan
(Department of History, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China 310028)

Abstract: During the late period of the Anti-Japanese War, Kuomintang government expressed the willing to
put into practice of constitutionalism in the governing of China. Against this background Chen Qitian held the
view that the key cause of the failure of the constitutionalism movement in the late Qing Dynasty and early
Republic of China lied in the lack of democratic demeanor and the implementation of constitutionalism
required politicians to have democratic demeanor, including valuing popular will, responsibility, law and fair.
The developing of democratic demeanor should take humanism as philosophic criterion. And its difficulty of
developing related not only with Chinese traditional political culture, but closely with humanity. Chen
Qitian’s theory of democratic demeanor, which could be considered as heritage in the process of Chinese
modernization, belongs to the category of palitical culture devel opment.

Key words: Chen Qitian; Democratic Demeanor; Constitutionalism; Compromise; Constitutionalism
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