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Narrative Style of Beicun’s Novels

ZHANG Xiaoping®, YU Jingyi?
(1. Department of Military Journalism and Communication, PLA Nanjing Institute of Politics, Nanjing,
China 210003; 2. School of Literature and Journalism, Shandong University, Ji'nan, China 250100)

Abstract: The avant-garde novels written by the contemporary trend-setting novelist, Beicun, provided a
landmark text for the analysis and interpretation of the novel form. The prevalence of first-person narration
enabled the narrator to switch freely from the story itself to the relevant things of the story, from the present to
the history, from the subjective world to the objective world. And the prevalence aso infused the story with
innumerable external suspense and unfolded the story’s narration smoothly. Then, the free switch among
narrative perspectives helped to form a mysterious atmosphere in which innumerable internal suspense was
originated. Together with the employment of sequential narration, flashback, narration interspersed with flash
backs, flash forward and some other techniques, these two methods interweaved internally and externally,
which built Beicun’s unique style of narration.

Key words: Beicun; Narration; First-person; Narrative Style



