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Research on the Anti-reform Forces' Thought on Imperia

Examination System in the Late Qing Dynasty

HUANG Qinglin
(School of Liberal Artsand Law, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou, China 510090)

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, the anti-reform forces considered the surging Western culture as
pernicious influence that would cause corruption of morale and customs. To resist the infiltration of Western
culture, maintain the dominate status of the Confucian ideology and prevent the feuda orthodoxy from
collapsing, the anti-reform forces tried to protect the imperial examination system in their words and impose
strict regulations on selection of imperia officials through the imperial examination system. Unfortunately,
with times shifting, the anti-reform forces attempts did not achieve their desired resullts.
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