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Abstract: A full-length QM-like cDNA (designated ZmQM) was cloned from maize (Zea mays L.) leaf tissues using cDNA am-
plified fragment length polymorphism (cDNA-AFLP) and rapid amplification of cDNA ends (RACE) techniques. The expression
of ZmQM was examined in leaves of the Ht2 isogenic lines Huangzaosi and HuangzaosiHt2 carrying gene Ht2 for resistance to
northern corn leaf blight after inoculation with race 1 of Exserohilum turcicum (Pass.) Leonard et Suggs. Gene ZmQM contains an
open reading frame 738 bp in length, which encodes 245 amino acids with a predicted molecular weight of 27.78 kD and an
isoelectric point of 10.69. Scanning PROSITE motifs indicated that the amino acid sequence of ZmQM protein includes a Ribo-
somal protein L10e signature, an N-glycosylation site, four protein kinase C phosphorylation sites, a casein kinase II phosphoryla-
tion site, a tyrosine kinase phosphorylation site, an N-myristoylation site, and an amidation site. The nucleotide sequence of
ZmQM shared 66-92% identity to QM genes isolated from other species. RT-PCR analysis showed that the expression of gene
ZmQM was up-regulated in Huangzaosi Ht2 at 12 h after inoculation with race 1 of E. turcicum compared with that in Huangzaosi.
By inference, ZmQM protein may be involved in response of HuangzaosiHt2 to inoculation by E. turcicum race 1.
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Table 1  Primer sequences used in this study
Primer Sequence (5'-3")
Special outer primer AGGAACGACTGTTTGGTG
Special inner primer GCAAGTTCACATAAGGCAC
S'RACE 5S'RACE outer primer CATGGCTACATGCTGACAGCCTA
S'RACE 5'RACE inner primer CGCGGATCCACAGCCTACTGATGATCAGTCGATG
mzACTIN-32F GTGACAATGGCACTGGAATG
mzACTIN-741B GACCTGACCATCAGGCATCTC
1.6 RT-RCR Ht2 , ZmQM
RT-RCR ZmQM Ht2 )
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Fig. 1 Differential expression of mQM analyzed by
cDNA-AFLP between HuangzaosiHt2 and Huangzaosi inocu-
lated with race 1 of Exserohilum turcicum
R: Ht2; S: R: HuangzaosiHt2; S: Huangzaosi.

| CGCOGATCCACAGCCTACTGATOATCAGTCGATOBAAACTAGACACACCCCTTCATCATT 60
*M ETRRTPSSF
61 TCACCACCTCCOCCAACACCBACTACCTCCCTCAGCTATCATCACCATAGABCABAAGACE |20
RRLRRHRLPPSAVY VY AMUAGRREP
121 TOCTAGATACTATCACCAGATCAAGAACAAGCCATACCCTAAGTCCAGATACTRCCATEA 180
ARCY R I KNKPYPKSRYCRA
181 TOTCCCTBACCCCAAGATCAGGATGTACGATGTCOGOATAAAGAGRAAGAGTATTOATAA 240
VPOPEKI RI YDVYGMWMEKE RIEKT GVYDE
241 GTTCCCCTACTATATACACCTTATCTCTTOGRAGAAGGAGAATATCTCCAGTAABRCACT 300
FPYCVHLVYSWETKTEHNVWVSSEA AL
301 CBAGACTACCCACATTACCTRCAACAAGTACATAACCAAGTCTACAGGAAAGBATACTTT 360
E A AR I ACNIEKYMTEKSAGGEKTDATF
361 CCACCTTAGGATCCAGATTCACCCATTCCATRTCCTCCATATCAACAAGATACTTTCATE 420
HLRVRVY HPFHVYLRINEKIMLSTEC
421 TACCAAGACTGATAGGCTCCAGACTAGAATEAGOAATACCTTTAACAAGCCTCAGRACAC 480
A G ADRL T @MRGAFGKPOGQOT
481 CTATACTAGGATABACATTGGTCAGATCCTCCTTTCCATACAATOCAAGBACAACAATAC 540
CARVDI @@V LLSVYRCEKTDHNHNA
541 TBCCCATGCCABCRAAQCTCTGCATCACBCTAAGTTCAAGTTCCCTAACCACCAAAAGAT 600
AHASEALRRAKTFIEKTFPGR® GEK.I
601 CATTAAGAGCAGAAAGTOOGACT TCACCAAGT TCAGCCACOCTRACTACCTAAAGTACAA 660
Il @ $ RKWa&FTKFSRADYLEKTYK
661 GAGCOAGGATAGAATTATTCCTAATAGTATCAACACAAAGCTGCTCAACAACCACAACAG 720
S EGR I VPDA@VNAKLLGEGNHGE GR
721 ACTTAAGAAGCOTACTCCTAGGAAGACTTTCCTCAATACCATTACTTAAGTACTAATACE 780
LEKRAPG GKAFLDAWV A*x
781 AATCCTGACGTTTTACTTTAGCATATCTTACTTTATTTCOTGRAAACATGAATTTCAAGT 840
841 GTTTTAAGAATATTACAGTGCCTTATATGAACT TACCTATCTTATACTAAACATCAGAAT 900
901 AATACACATTTATATACCATCGCCTTTCCOBAGCTCACCAAACAGBTCATTCCTACATATA 960

961 COCAGTC 967
2 ZmQM
Fig. 2 Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequences of gene

ZmQM cloned from maize
* kosksk
>

Start and stop codons are indif:atej by single- and triple-asterisk,
respectively. Nucleotides sequences with underline represent the 5’
and 3’ untranslated regions.
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B. floridae ... ... ..l FTFPATCTRTCRRRPTPRSRFOEOSRTRIF 34
H.sapiens ..o i WEARPARCYRYCKNKPYPKSRFCRGYDAKIRIF 34
ZmOW METRRTPS5FRRLRRHRLPPSAVVAMGRRPARCYRA | KNKPYPKSRYCRGYO-KIRI Y 59
O SAIVA e e MEARPARCYRG] KNKPYPKSRYCRGYDKIRI Y 34
G.jubata ... REARPARCYRG] KNKPYPKSRYCRGYD-KIRI Y 34
G. SINENSIS e MEARPARCYRG] KNKPYPKSRYCRGY-D=KIRI Y 34

MGRRPARCYRG| KNKPYPKSRYCRGY-DSKIRIY 34
MERRPARCYRG| KNKPYPKSRFCREV-DKIRIY 34
MERRPARCYRG| KNKPYPKSRYCREYDKIRI Y 34

Potrichocarpa ...
S.omelongena ... ........ ... .o
E. guineensis ... ... ... ... . ..o,

A thaliana ... ... MERRPARCYRG| KGKPYPKSRYCREV-DKIRIY 34
P.patens . MGARPARCYRG| KNKPYPKSRFCRGY=DKIRIY 46
T.@estiviim ... RGERRLPRAAVAMGRRPARCYRG| KNKPYPKSRYCREV-DKIRIY 46

G. reinhardtii ........

. {MGARPARCYRGSKGKPYPKSRFCRGV-DKIRIY 34

U. maydis ~ WPTFOHTDY| AMFDTALDTGTAMAODDSAFTSLPPPTOHPFKKVFRMERRPARCYRYCKNKPEPKSEYMRGY D EIRI Y g0
Consensus AREEEEEEEE T xx 3384 SOEE KEEE
[ A G/A
B. floridae ~ [DLGRKKARYOEFPLG IHLYSOETEGYSSEALEAGR | GOHK YLYKHOZKDAFHI R| RYHPFHY R INKN 114
H. sapiens ~ |DLGRKKAKYDEFPLCGHNYSOEYECLSSEALEANR] GANK YRVKSORKDGFHI RYRLHPFHY IR INKN 114
ZmQW DV GMERKGYOEFPYGYHL Y SWEKENVSSEALEARR | AGHK YN TKSAGKDAF HLRVRYHPFHYLR I NKN 139
O. sativa DVGMEKKGYOEFPYCYHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR | AGHK YN TKNAGKDAFHLRVRYHPYHYLR | NKN 114
G. jubata DY GRKRKGYDEF PFGVHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR| AGHKYL TKFAGKDAF HLRYRYHPFHYLR INKN 114
G. sinensis  |DVGHKRKGYDEFPFGVHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR| AGHK YN TKFAGKDAFHLRYRYHPFHYLR INTN 114
P. trichocarpa|PVGMKRKGYDEFPFCYHLYSWEKENVSSEALEANR] ACHK YR AKF AGKDAFHLRYRYHPFHYLR INKN 114
S. melongena |DVGMKRKGYDEFPFCVHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR] AGHK YN TK SAGKDAFHLRYRYHPFHYLR INKN 114
E. guineensis |DVGMKKKGYDEFPFCYHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR| AGHK YNAKYAGKDAFHLRURYHPFHYLR I NKN 114
A. thaliana  |DVGMKRKGYDEFPFCYHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR| AGHKYNVKSAGKDAFHLR | RYHPFHYLR INKN 114
P. patens DVGMEKKGYOEFPYGYHLYSWEKENVSSEALEAAR | AGHKYNTKYAGKDAFHLRVRYHPFHYLR I NKN 114
T. aestivim  |DYGRKKKGYDEF SHOVHL YSWEKENVSSEALEAAR| AGHK YN TKHAGKDAFHLRYRYHPFHYLR INKN 126
G. reinhardtii |DAGRKRADYDTEPCGVHLASHEKENVTSEALEARYAANK YNVKNAGKEAF HLRYRYHPFHYLR IHKN 114
U. maydis  |DLGREKASYDDFPFGEHLVCOEHCG | TSEALEAARI CANKY I TKTSEKDSFHLRVRYHPFHY IR INKN 160
Consensus = % % * Ekkkzx = %% % 3k ¥%k ¥ ¥ xx xx Fid FdokoooockEEEER
B2

B. floridae YARVH 160-L | SCRAREANKAHY ERFRF =GO TTWSKENGFTKFOOPOYLELKENDRFVADG 194
H. sapiens YARVH | GOV |MS IRTKLOHKERY | EALRRAKFKF =GR0K | HI SKENGFTKFNADEFECMYAEKRLIFDG 194
ZmQW CARVD | GGVLLSYRGKDNNAAHASEAL RRANFKF GROK | | GSRENGFTRFSRADYLKYKSEGRIVPDG 219
O. sativa CARVD | GOVLLSYRCKESHAKHABEALRRAKFKF “GROK | | HSRENGFTKFSRVRVLKLKAEGRIMSDG 194
G. jubata CARYA | GOVLLSYRCKDGHSHHADEAL RRAKFKF “GROK | IVSRENGFTKYNRTDYLRWKSENRIVS. . 192

G. sinensis

P. trichocarpa
S. melongena
E. guineensis

CARVAIGOVLLSYRCKDGNSHHADEAL RRAKFKF 2GRCK | | VERKNGFTRYNRTOYLRWKSENRIVE. 192
CARVA | GOVLLSYRCKDENSHHAQEAL RRAKFKF 2GROK | | VERKRGF TRFNRTOYLKLKAENKVHFDG 194
CARVA | GOVLLSYRCKDGHSNHAQEAL RRAKFKF GROK | | VERKAGFTRFSRTOYLKYKSENRIVPDG 194
CARVN | GOVLLSYRCGKDENSNHAQEAL RRAKFKF GROK | | VERKRGFTRFSRTOYLKWKSENR | FDG 194

A. thaliana GARVA | GCVLLSYRCKDAHGHHAQEALRRAKFKF GR0K | | VSRENGFTKFNRADFTKLACEKRVVFDG 194
P. patens GARVA | GOVLLSYRCKDBNGYHAQEALRRAKFKF GR0K | | VSRENGFTRF ARVDVVKMKEENRLVNDG 194
T. aestivum GARVA | GOVLLSYRCKPHHA| HATEALYRAKFKA®. .. ........... WPPYDX. ....ovvennn 178
G. reinhardtii GYCARNT |GCVLMS IRCRDNHGAYABEAL RRAKFKFGRCK | | RENNAGFTNLSRKOFK IFREEGRLINDG 194
U. maydis RGAYGKPYOTYARVN |GG LLSYRTRDSHKAYYILEAL BRSRYKFACH NNREGYAEAKOSARILKDG 240
CODSEHSUS ¥EEE ¥x it Ak * % =x% % *

B. floridae  VGVEYLPNHGPLAAMKKHYESN. ... ......... 216
H. sapiens ~ UCGVKYIPSRGPLDKWRALHS. ... ... ... .. 214
ZmQOW VHAKLLGNHGRLEKRAPGKAFLDAYA. . ...... .. 245
O. sativa VHAKLLGSHGRLAKRAPGKAFLAETIDRSA. . .. .. 224
G. jubata .. MDPLGCHGPLANRAPGRAF INASA. .. . ...... 216
G. sinensis .. MDPLGCHGPLANROPGRAFINASA. .. ....... 216
P. trichocarpa YMAKLLGCHGPLANROPGRAFLOETA. .. ....... 220
S me[ongena VHAKLLGNHGPLASRAPGRAFLSSS. . ......... 219
E. guineensis VHAKLLGCHGPLAARGPGRAFLSAAVTEAS. . .. .. 224
A. thaliana ~ VHAKFLSCHGPLANRAPGSAFL=AHY. .. ... ... 220
P. patens YTAKLLGCHGPLAGRSAGRAF IDAAVATH. . . .. .. 223
T, @ESHVHI oo oo e 178
G. reinhardtii SHVYKV| TNKGPLAEREPDHIFTY >AFKHHTPLHKDE 230
U. maydis GYLDY| NNHGPLEGNLRLOARVAACE. ... ...... 266
Consensus

3 ZmQM 13 QM
Fig. 3 Alignment of deduced amino acid sequences of ZmQM gene from Zea mays with 13 QM genes from other species
* ,Bl B2 ,C :\ , G/A

Identical residues between sequences are indicated with an asterisk. Bl and B2 represent basic domains. A: acidic domain; C: charged cluster;
G/A: glycine alanine loop. Branchiostoma floridae: XP_002202219; Homo sapiens: AAB27665; Oryza sativa: CAA57339; Caragana jubata:
AAT74554; Camellia sinensis: AAT68777; Populus trichocarpa: ABK92819; Solanum melongena: P93847; Elaeis guineensis: ACF06451;
Arabidopsis thaliana: NP_563945; Physcomitrella patens: XP_001782980; Triticum aestivum: AAP80617; Chlamydomonas reinhardtii:
XP_001694428; Ustilago maydis: XP_759469.
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Fig. 4 RT-PCR analysis of differential expression of gene
ZmQM in maize
HZS: Huangzaosi; HZSHt2: HuangzaosiHt2. A: differential ex-
pression of gene ZmQM in HZS and HZSHt2;
B: differential expression of gene ZMQM in HZSHt2 at different
times after inoculation with race 1 of E. turcicum.
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