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Research into the Object of the Metaphor in
Sparkling Snow and Holy Hermit
—— An Academic Discussion with Mr. Feng Qiyong,

the Famous Specialist in 4 Dream of Red Mansion

Wang Zhiyao
(The Periodical Department of Nanyang Normal University, Nanyang, China 473061)

Abstract: Mr. Feng Qiyong made another explanation on the understanding of “Sparkling Snow and Holy
Hermits” in “A Dream of Red Mansion”, he said that Holy Hermit refers to not Xue Baochai, but “Sparkling
Snow”, he also thinks that Xue Baochai enjoys seeking for fame and fortune; in combination with the literary
quotations that Cao Xueqin often used and the contrast between Xue Baochai and Lin Daiyu, we find that
“Sparkling Snow” is a metaphor for Xue Baochai and “Fairy Lady in the Fictitious Land” refers to Lin Daiyu. We
can not apply a very high standard on a girl in the federal society. So the research into the expressions and
languages in “A Dream of Red Mansion” should not go beyond a certain limit, or the truth will turn into the false
foolishly.
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