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April is the cruelest month, breeding

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing

Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with spring rain.

Winter kept us warm, covering

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding

A little lifewith dried tubers. (T. S. Eliot: The Waste Land)
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Domestication, Foreignization and Reader Response

JN Bing
(English Department, Foreign Languages University of People’s Liberation Army,
Luoyang, China 471003)

Abstract: In recent years, there has been a heated debate centering on the use of domestication and
foreignization in the translation. Some translators prefer foreignization while others hold the idea that
domestication is inevitable in the translating process. Both of them fail to pay enough attention to reader
response. Reader is a dynamic concept. In the translating process, translators should not only use the
domesticating method to cater for readers’ expectations, but aso the foreignizing method to help improve
readers. After dl, trandators must make an atempt to strike a balance between two methods so as to ensure
the effects of the transl ation.
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