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On the Economic Thoughts by Chen Liang

— to Make the People Rich and the Country Stronger

ZHAO Yaodan
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, China 321004)

Abstract: Chen Liang is the representative figure of Yong Kang school, which is an important one of Eastern
Zhejiang practical schools. In his thoughts there exist strong utilitarianism. He points out many valuable
economic thoughts such as: to lay particular emphasis on commerce, to disagree to lay equal emphasis on
agriculture and commerce, to encourage people to develop agriculture and commerce, to advocate the
importance of the rich in developing social economic and well-off country and protect them, and to reduce tax
and alleviate exploitation of the people, so that these ideas will bring about peaceful life to them. His
propositions embody the need of the times. However, they still bring some valuable revelations to us.

Key words: Chen Liang; Make the people rich and the country stronger; Economic thoughts



