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Cultural Analysis of Regional Economic Growth: An Empirical

Study of “Wenzhou Culture” and Its Economic Boom

GAO Yanyan, YANG Decai
(Department of Economics, Nanjing University, Nanjing, China 210093)

Abstract: On the basis of analyzing the relations between “Wenzhou culture” and its economic boom, the
article further studies the effects of regional culture on economic growth. Here culture is defined as a purely
subjective concept. The study shows that “Wenzhou culture” plays a key role in its economic boom, but
regional economic growth can be prompted by its culture only when it is in coordination with institutional
environment. Otherwise the positive effects of culture on economy will be “locked”. Unconstrained culture
may distort economy and thus needs governmental regulation.

Key words: Culture; Economy growth; Institutional environment



