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Analysis on the Factors that Influence the Firm on

Choosing the External R&D Innovation Activities

Xu Chun,Liu Yi,Xu Feng

(College of Economic and Management,Nanjing Univeristy of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Jiangsu Nanjing,210016)

Abstract:The paper evaluates four technological factors,including the technological spillover,the influencing extent to the firm’s

core competence,the absorptive capacity and the technological life—cycle stages,that influence the Choosing of firms” external

R&D innovavtion activities. When the technological spillover is small,the technology is not important to the core

competitiveness and the technological absorptive capacity is low, the firm has a propensity to use external R&D strategy. During

the different technological life-cycle stages,the firms always use this R&D strategy, but the extent of external R&D is different.

Key Words: Technological Spillover; Absorptive Capacity ; Technology Type ; Technological Life—Cycle Stage ; External R&D



