REPORT ON THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF AFRALTI AS A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES OF AFRICA
By Svein Tenningås, Regional HRD Officer, Harare,  and 

Mike Nxele, Centre of Excellence Program Coordinator, Nairobi

The long awaited official launch of Afralti as a Centre of Excellence for English speaking countries of Africa took place at Afralti in Nairobi on the afternoon of the 8th of February, 2002.

The ceremony took place at the end of the 23rd meeting of the Afralti Governing Council which was held in Nairobi. As a result, all the delegates from the twelve countries who attended the Governing Council meeting (namely Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Ethiopia, Nigeria and Zambia) also attended the official launch.

The occasion was graced by the presence of high level dignitaries who included the following:

The Minister for Transport and Communications of the Republic of Kenya, Honourable Musalia Mudavadi, who was also the Guest of Honour;

The Director of the ITU’s Bureau of Telecommunications Development (BDT), Mr. Hamadoun Toure;

The Secretary General of the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), Mr. Jan Mutai;

The Director General of the Communication Commission of Kenya (CCK) and incoming Chairman of the Afralti Governing Council, Mr. S. Chepkonga;

The Managing Director of Telkom Kenya, Mr. A. Cheserem;

The Managing Directors of the two mobile operators in Kenya, Safaricom and Kencell;

Representatives of the ITU Centre of Excellence Project Partners, with the exception of Spectrocan and Nortel Networks who offered their apologies for being unable to attend.

Besides the BDT Director, Mr. Toure, the ITU was also represented by the Regional Human Resources Expert, Mr. Svein Tenningås, based in the Harare office and the Centre of Excellence Program Coordinator based at Afralti in Nairobi, Mr. Mike Nxele.

The Director of BDT outlined the history of ITU’s association with Afralti, from the idea conception as way back as 1977 to date, and the commitment of the ITU to the transformation of Afralti from a mere regional training institute in telecommunications into a Central hub of Excellence in training, research, consultancy and professional development. He pledged more financial, institutional and other forms of support to Afralti and other regional institutions in their endeavours to build strong, modern and self sustainable knowledge bases that would act as catalysts to the African drive to bridge the digital divide and achieve ICT driven socio-economic development. The Director made reference to the increased ITU supported Centre of Excellence activities in 2002 and the appointment of a Program Coordinator as practical demonstrations of that commitment. He went on to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Chairman of the Governing Council establishing this cooperation with Afralti.

The occasion was also marked by the handover to Afralti of the newly completed 83 bed hostel for accommodation by participants, and a new classroom block built for and at Afralti by the Government of Kenya.  These new facilities, and the major structural renovations that have taken place at Afralti and have given the institution a complete facelift, are expected to lead an increase in student participation.

A Business Plan to guide the growth of Afralti in the next five years was approved for Afralti by the Governing Council, and the ITU, through the Program Coordinator, is working closely with Afralti to see what resources and institutional support it could render Afralti in the next three years to ensure that this Business Plan is a success.


It was gratifying that the host country Kenya, through the Minister of Transport and Communications, the Governing Council, and the African Telecommunications Union, pledged their total commitment to the development of Afralti as a leading regional knowledge Centre in telecommunications. The ITU intends to play its part in support of the region to the fullest extent possible, in cooperation with the partners of the Centre of Excellence project, currently Spectrocan, Nortel Networks, Alcatel, Siemens and the IDRC.
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