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Fig.1 Block diagram of AE measuring system
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Table 1 Parameters setting of AE testing

parameter type hardware setup values

threshold values 30 dB

preamplifier 40 dB

peak definition time(PDT) 300 µs

hit lock time(HLT) 1000 µs

hit definition time(HDT) 600 µs

sample rate 2MSPS

pre-trigger 25.6 µs

hit length 1 k

filter on board(low) 10 kHz

filter on board(high) 1 MHz

front end filter no
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Fig.2 Plate waveforms (a, b) and FFT(c, d) spec-

trum of lead broken on the magnesium alloy plate(a,c)

surface and (b,d) side
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Fig.3 type I (a, c) and type� (b, d) waveforms of (a, b)

anodic polarization and (c, d) FFT spectrum.��3\(�L�NNoy6'�X℄Po!
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Fig.4 type I (a, c) and type� (b, d) waveforms of (a, b)

cathodic polarization and (c, d) FFT spectrumw���3ZTq(�P 3 8P 4 t���3\X℄�ho!1�V(\X℄E℄
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Fig.5 Evolution of cumulative AE events against time

(a) anodic polarization (b) cathodic polarization

for rolled AZ31B alloy in 0.1%NaCl
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Fig.6 Tension curve (A point for initiation of plastic de-

formation signals, B point for yield point)�3dzÆN
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Fig.7 The typical AE waveform of (a) plastic deformation during tension process and (b) FFT spectrum
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Fig.8 The three typical waveforms (a, c, e) and FFT spectrum (b, d, f) at crack initiation stage during

corrosion fatigue in 0.1%NaCl, (σa=54.7 MPa, R=0.1, f=1 Hz)

(a, b) type �, (c, d) type �, (e, f) type �



86 k*��<�AÆ� 29	86 k*��<�AÆ� 29	86 k*��<�AÆ� 29	
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5
B point

A point

 

 

lo
ad

 c
el

l o
ut
pu

t /
 V

t / s

Fig.9 A schematic diagram of one load cycle (A point for

initiation of plastic deformation signals in loading

stage, B point initiation of crack propagation sig-

nals in loading stage)
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Fig.10 The fourth typical waveform (a) and FFT spec-

trum (b) at crack propagation stage during corro-

sion fatigue in 0.1%NaCl
σa=54.7 MPa, R=0.1,
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ACOUSTIC EMISSION SIGNAL ANALYSIS FOR ROLLED

AZ31B MAGNESIUM ALLOY DURING CORROSION

FATIGUE PROCESS

ZHOU Huamao, WANG Jianqiu, ZHANG Bo, HAN Enhou, ZANG Qishan

(State Key Laboratory for Corrosion and Protection, Institute of Metal Research,

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shenyang 110016)

Abstract: Acoustic emission (AE) signals during corrosion fatigue of a rolled AZ31B magnesium alloy were

studied. There were mainly four types of signals found in the corrosion fatigue process. Two types of AE signals

corresponded respectively to anodic dissolution and cathodic hydrogen evolution appeared in a whole loading

cycle. The signals of anodic dissolution belonged to the sources in plate produced extensive waveform, while the

signals of cathodic hydrogen evolution belonged to the sources out of plate produced flexural waveform.Another

two types of AE signals were corresponded to mechanical signals. One was the signals of plastic deformation

which were continuous signal and appeared at the certain stress stage in a loading cycle. At the stage of crack

propagation, crack propagation signals appeared at high stress loading part of each cycle.

Key words: AZ31B magnesium alloy, corrosion fatigue, acoustic emission, spectrum analysis


