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ABSTRACT Microarc oxidation (MAQ) coatings on magnesium alloy were prepared in silicate elec-
trolyte under constant voltage mode. Cross-section morphologies, binding force and corrosion resistance
of the coatings treated by micro arc oxidation and electrophoresis or direct electrophoresis were studied,
respectively. The results show that electrophoresis coating can be prepared on the surface of MAO coat-
ing, and this technique is simpler than the traditional electrophoresis. The forces of physical binding and
chemical bonding of the composite coatings were formed, and the grade of binding force is NO.1. The
corrosion weight and surface morphology of the composite coatings are not changed under the neutral salt
spray test for 800 h. The electrochemical stability of the microarc oxidation and electrophoresis coating
is better, and corrosion current is decreased by 5 or 2 grades compared by the ceramic coating or direct
electrophoresis coating.
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Fig.1 Cross-section morphologies of the coatings
treated by different electrophoresis techniques
on magnesium alloy (a) direct electrophoresis,

(b) microarc oxidation and electrophoresis
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Fig.2 FT-IR spectra of the coatings treated by electrophoresis technique on magnesium alloy.

(a) direct electrophoresis, (b) microarc oxidation and electrophoresis
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Fig.3 Surface morphologies of the coating treated by different electrophoresis techniques in circle cut

test (a) direct electrophoresis, (b) microarc oxidation and electrophoresis
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Fig.4 Corrosion curves of magnesium alloy treated

by different techniques in neuter salt mist test

(a) microarc oxidation, (b) microarc oxidation

and electrophoresis
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Fig.5 Polarization curves of magnesium alloy treated by different technique (a) microarc oxidation,

(b) microarc oxidation and electrophoresis, (c) direct electrophoresis
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