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Synthesis of Polylactide with Low-toxic Zinc Catalysts

HUA, Jia-Jdie YANG, Jian HU, Yan-Fei WEI, Jia"* LI, Su-Ming
(Department of Materials Science, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract A series of polylactides (PLA) with high molecular weights, various optical purities and thermal
properties have been prepared using low-toxic zinc as catalysts. The effects of splitting temperature on opti-
cal purity of lactide were discussed. Low-toxic zinc lactate was used as catalyst for bulk ring-opening po-
lymerization of lactide. The effects of optical purity of monomers on the stereo structure of PLA as well as
the crystallization on the molecular weight and thermal property were investigated. The resulting monomers
and polymers were characterized by polarimetry, *"H NMR, DSC and GPC. It was shown that high optical
purity lactide and crystallization in polymerization led to higher molecular weight PLA using low-toxic zinc
lactate as catalyst.
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1.1 RF5EE

FLIR (85%, LUt/ —9.278); &x/@irky, H2y4E
Bk X A B A A FLEREE[Zn(Lac)#3H20], Sigma
Chemical Co.; LR LG & Whe, HkA—; &
KEHE oK CEE, EEIRMAT—] . Al Ah
AR %.

WZZ-2SS v X BN, ks A A R
AT fE[H Bruker AVAVCE-DMX500 W4 4% s L
WAL, LL CDCl3 W¥s#l; Waters 410 L5V (015
PADY LRI A s A, i 1.0 mL/min, &R SR
20 pL, BEWIRE N 1.0%, ALK PrUERE S, %=
N Y, Dupont, DSCI10.

1.2 B{REYHI&E

W S FLRRFEA A S B EE NN 1L R R
i, RGUEE, SR THE S 80~100 CHiEMiK, KN
2 h, BHTHEZE 160~180 CIRk4ili/K, HERZ M
A OERE Y, 2 n i 180~200 C, 200~
220 ‘CHl 220~250 °C =AM LBy, i
YIH 418 CFaEAT 24k, FGhdh 4 YOG R S TR
R, MR EB NS ER =25 W2 22%, 16%
7%, 5= #4290 45%.

1.3 BEYHEK

FURREE AR — 2 LB I N R & b, BUAR
PR AR, S AR TE A, R LA, R
H2W)am s E e, BT 140 CRNA . /M 7 d
&, P AR R, oK SRR R I E, R
Ve R T 40 C R EA T, 73R40 95%.
1.4 LEIEXENE

Bl E 4 9.0 mg/mL INASHE T 1R LR, 25
T RHABEGOm e teig B, B Purac AF] L-PIAC T
1 LU E G B (— 283) b, TH A [R] R P 45 2
(IR AS S~ L- PR A TR IR 5 o

[l +(lop]—lal)/2

[o]

L-LA/%=

X L-LA (%)h L-INACHE & &, [ao] A Purac 24 F] 1) L-
RSB bRUE LLHEEE, [0 9 B I TR AS B L e 6 E

Be il 9.0 mg/mL SRFLIR I AT, 25 °C R e 2R
YL, JF5EEA 100% L-FLER o4 T
P RLEE L-FLIR I ELBE G FE (— 160) M HEA T HL 4K

2 #R5iTE

21 REREXBAGEZM

PAIAS G 1) 1 2% I 7 5 A FLIR K AR AR R P, 15
TEMEAL G BB B T iR A A3 N AC R, B 1)k
PN A BRI S A% R ], TF-PEmk b CHy JE AR 11
2R RS 0 15 1.68, XUTEIE; 6 4 5.03 Ak i U H e Sy vk Y
FEFEH AR T IR IEIE, % 1 ONEARIRARIRE F 4%
WSS R I N RS, 1% o T AR =9 i L e
JEEER L-INACHEE I & e . R o, 8 AR
180~200 °C [a] il 13 (1) P A B, L- A AC R 2 0k 2
94.5%~98.1%, LLJiElefE A —252~—272, fppeirsl L-
I AS TR (— 283) (¥ LU g 6 e, 3X — i B dd FH 1 1) 4% 1
SEARPBEIEE L-FLIR(PLLA). BE S @6 5 10 T v (200~
220 °C), NASHEILLIEE T f4(—200~ —220), L-§
A )& B B 2 [4A1%(85.3%~88.9%), 1J LLTEF— &
Fo eI T Ll P TR AC TR, FH T4 2% 55 LA AR OGS Y. )
BILME. IR ETT A 220~250 C 2 [i], L-AAC R & B
A 50%/ A, HEREGREAE O BEFRI, 1t W S fRim B e vy
I, R 5 A2 B A5 PRV e A s N 75 21 A Jéf DL-I A
B, X —Br Bl o] A Tl & G2 B A& M DL-AL R
(PDLLA). A, 4k 0k i o 2 v 2R A et B2 R 4R 3
LA S RURIELFEAE 180~200 °C 2 [n)m] LAf 3
o G A RE ) L- N AC IR, Al BERT B A 2R
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Table 1 Specific optical rotation and L-LA content of lactides
obtained in different temperature ranges

TIC [2]Z L-LA/%
180~200 —252~—272 94.5~98.1
200~220 —200~—220 85.3~88.9
220~250 —10~10 482~51.8

L-lactide (Purac) —283 100

22 BEEYNEN

FLRBF A J0TE, T H T AR B R R AL A,
RS T H SR IY A A5 0, SR R T
L 90 YA S0 Ve N AN vEZ N e B R0 1 = I A o
HILEWIRE GRG0 BB EY), A R
R Pk, FLIREEAE A AL A 25 SR IR A W B A
BE, ARV AR UL A BIEH, a5 N ERAERL
TR 1A A A A P S 3 ot A7 — 3 AL B D R 2R B 4
N, IR IR K 5 P RS IR R AR S N AT A AS R K AR, A L
WAL IR AN FLIR, 2 o FLIREE 15 A 2 T 1A 1% — 4 Bt P37 4
AN, BIRNAEAE 140 CREATHE - A TR SR 4
NI, S N A 3 WA, B N N B A
BB, SN ASKE . — e S, SN HE AR i

PRI B, SN SR BEBOIR. RN A ], FEE s i,
JSh ANIZE B ) 1 B Bk B AL 1] (k) R SR FLRR AL
Btk &, SRACEEA L, CHg 3ERBIAUR T AL A 8
T2 6k 157 kb, 6 2k 5.16 Ak ¥k FHIEIE A U 1 R
T,

SR TP IR 5 S A A, T AR R R K
SN R Al O Ak S R N A R
IR TRIZK A3 % B N P (R S BT | R, ARE T o4
A SIS T Il v L I VR R R 2R R P
KGY, TR T A FRA B BT 5 A6 R 45 K DR BE R AR R
SN AR I TT PR SR e AR

FLRREHEAC TN SRR TF IR G 1F BRI, £ 2 WoR
TuAfAS[R] S B4R AR I SR FLIR (PLA1~PLADG). H
FAH, kR LN RS 2 5 A 98.1% (PLAL)Z ¥ [
k31 85.0% (PLAS)IS, AWM LLIECEEREZ TR, M
—158 (PLAL)ZH F&F]—136 (PLAS), 54 LM
B L-FLIR I EL BB (— 160)HI LL, LMWK, B
G L-FLRR BTG i B SRR ) LN AC BRI
Frvkse, A AT L- PN ACHR & 5= 1 BRI B AIG. it
AT UL, AT AS T () )6 2 Al RN L R G L-3L
P 1) i, DT 6 M0 3R 25 ) ) STAR R

PLA1~PLAS WAV EL > 8 22 1,
SIATTREAE 1.6~1.8 ZJH). Horp PLA2 [HE 5> 1 HIA
B 24.7 )i, HAIRECH 1.6. T RAWFEN RS
%1% K (GPC) I TE LU AT, IXL4A T PLA2 (1)
REYEEE (E 2), R 2P TR EL 1
AT, M REY PLAL I PLA2, P S0k
o LRSS BT A, 004 98.1%, {HJE PLAL 41
19477, WBALT PLA2 (2 T 5(24.7 J7). XAl fE
Je T PLAL A A A 4 570 5L B2 £ % & (1/800) =1 T
PLA2(1/1000), TFLERFEAL &H —E RN GK, 8
Z MG T PLAL 40 1 & 3 m. IR, PLA4 A
PLAS MFLIREES AR, HILhFREAMET PLA2 A
PLA3, X i B0 H & KIS AF TR AW 1 &=
MBS, S3Ah, PARIGFAE TR AW T R E R
K52, PLA4 R PLAS [ G 22 Al FE AR, BT LI

R2 FURBEALAZERIT R AR S5

Table2 Ring-opening polymerization of lactide in the presence of zinc lactate

Polymer PLAL PLA3 PLA4 PLAS
L-LA% in Monomer 98.1 97.3 93.8 85.0
Zinc lactate . Lactide (w . w) 1:800 1: 1000 1: 1000 1:2200 1: 2000
Specific optical rotation —158 —157 —155 —149 —136
M,, (X 10 %2 194 24.3 22.1 22.8
Mu/M2 16 16 17 18

2 Determined by GPC with respect to polystyrene standards.
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ARGy RS, b, RN R, NAZERTT
ISR IR > TR P &, AT S, LA
AL R A HE S B TE R X, AE I B DX F Ak
RURBEON, PERTAAS BRI AR, S N R KK 23
HEAR LK A, FRITEREAmX, REYIE
RFEREIN. BTLL, 50 R T3 AR A R AR LR
S0 TR ALM M SRR AL R, 13301
SRILIR Iy 1 AR Dy 5 b, DAL PR ) D' 2 4 R iy,
AR T TRARIR. SmEZ, ERET
P e AU IR AR LA R i A D S A A 15 2

> TR NR LR,

T T T T
0 5 10 15 20

Elution volume/mL
B2 PLA2 I GPCiA
Figure2 GPC traceof PLA2

23 BEMBRNZMR
WY PLAL~PLAS AT 221 K, 76
DuPont DSC910 {¥#% FiEAT: FREUIRAE 4 10 mg,
76 30 mL/min &SRS, LL10 “C/min i Ze55— X
FHEE 200 C, 1HiE 2 min; WRBAA G, CAFRIFEREE S
TRTH, DAF RS AR (Tg) s 8 5 (T)  MESRLES
(Hm). % 3 878 T PLAL~PLAS (& I3 ) 2L i A
EE. ANIA) L-FLIRR S0 & 2 10 B FLIR R I AN R] ) 4
J3 RN, BR T T AR SR S BN S A W A
PLA1~PLAS S HIAAE )45 5 B4, PLAS N LETER,
I AR L 55.6 °C. PLAA B34k 4 A8 1 i 59.6 °C
15 05,159.4 °C, #ERS A 1.9 dg, 45 IR, 18
2.1%. AW PLAL~PLA3, HTEAMIM AR L- AR
ST 95%, BT ih, MR, SRR,
b, PLAL BT 5 L-INACTR 7 18 5 71 (98.1%), %
RS R 28.9 Jg, 4hdhERTIAF] 31.7%.
R3 RF PLA MBI ST
Table3 Thermal properties of PLA?
Polymer PLA1 PLA2 PLA3 PLA4 PLAS

TJC 602 604 604 596 556
T/ C 1713 1713 1713 1594  —
Hu/(J*g 9 289 216 244 19 @ —
Xo/% 317 237 267 21 @ —

2 Determined by DSC at the second run after quenching.

3 g

ARICE SR EMEAE T LD L-FLIR A S5Ok
25 T NACHER, BRI T AN IR] 2k BT P AS IR IR 2
Al B (1) 52, 180~200 °C 1y [ T LA R G 2# 4l (1)
L-PAC TR S, T Bt 2R Al 82 4 v, A5 200 L-
NACHE ()& & B, 8 220~250 “CZ 18], 7= 4M e
PRSI BAAAR,  FH AT AT LU Jok 1 7 2R ARl i SIS B
PR FE R, TR I i T TSR R %
PRI P o e s e SR LR B BT & b, AR T
RTEY R AN R RE I SR FLIR i, DAIE AN R 4%
fF.

B 5 BRATTLL B O B I A TR Ok A, R KA
() FLIRBEAE A AR, ARG, 4 N TF RS A HLEL ) 25
T—F A mn T AFEDCFAE AT ) 2 5 5L
BB, WU B, FLIREEVE g — ol ZU% 25 fh 1k ),
SCHEAL MR REOL S, BRI ' 27l P 6 SR A W 1) ST AR R
PER BRI, N FE 2 AT s m T 2R &
Yoy R LRI SR, B2, SRR
e 2 Al T B A DA B 3R ok R ) 4 B AR T A T
PG, MRS TR, XN AR N
A A B P CRATRE 0 B F P2 L T B A .

References

1 Middleton, J. C; Tipton, A. J. Biomaterials 2000, 21, 2335.

2 Zhu, Y.-B.; Gao, C.-Y.; Liu, Y.-X.; Gong, Y.-H.; Shen,
J.-C. Chem. J. Chin. Univ. 2004, 25, 47 (in Chinese).
(EWR, mEA, o H, 28R, KM, HFFRMA
22382004, 25, 47.)

3 Agrawal, A. K.; Bhalla, R. J. Macromol. ci.: Part C 2003,
C43, 4, 479.

4  Li, S-M. Macromol. Biosci. 2003, 3, 657.

5 Jeong, B.; Bag, Y. H.; Leg, D. S.; Kim, S. W. Nature 1997,
388, 860.

6 Schwach, G.; Vert, M. Int. J. Biol. Macromol. 1999, 25,
283.

7 Kricheldorf, H. R.; Kreiser-Saunders, |.; Boettcher, C.
Polymer 1995, 36, 1253.

8 Kricheldorf, H. R. Chemosphere 2001, 43, 49.

9 Gruber, P. R;; Hal, E. S.; Kolstad, J. J. US 5142023, 1992
[Chem. Abstr. 1992, 118, 22835].

10 Tanzi, M. C.; Verderio, P.; Lampugmani, M. G.; Resnati,
M.; Degjana, E.; Sturani, E. J. J. Mater. Sci.-Mater. Med.
1994, 5, 393.

11  Schwach, G.; Coudane, J.; Engel, R.; Vert, M. J. Polym. ci.
Part A: Polym. Chem. 1997, 35, 3431.

12 Schwach, G.; Coudane, J.; Engdl, R.; Vert, M. Polym. Bull.
1996, 37, 771.

13 Perego, G.; Domenico, G.; Bastioli, C. J. Appl. Polym. Sci.



2734 %

Vol. 66, 2008

14

15

1996, 59, 37.

Schwach, G.; Coudane, J.; Engel, R.; Vert, M. Poly. Int.
1998, 46, 177.

Li, W.-B.; Wu, W.-P.; Lou, S.; Zhang, P.-Y. Acta Chim.
Snica 2006, 64, 1011 (in Chinese).

(ZESCRK, ZOCWG, 20, Tk K, F F IR, 2006, 64,
1011.)

16

17

Shinno, K.; Miyamoto, M.; Kimura, Y. Macromolecules
1997, 30, 6438.

He, Y.; Gao, Z.-F.; Xin, Y.; Yu, Y.; Li, S-M.; Fan, Z.-Y.
Chem. J. Chin. Univ. 2006, 27, 745 (in Chinese).

(55, wBsF, SFE, T, R, Jaih s, SFFR
13 Z 4R, 2006, 27, 745.)

(A0804032 LU, Y. J; LING J)



