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Abstract: Under the process of urbanization, urban—rural fringe have been changed dramatically especially its
spatial characteristics. This article analyzed the former studies of scope defining of urban—rural fringe; divide
the major researches into three aspects: urban development, population, comprehensive analysis; divide the ma-
jor researches into three aspects: urban development, population, comprehensive analysis; then pointed out the
main problems of current studies: focus on hot region, lack of research methods, varied data sources, insuffi-
cient research to explore the depth characteristics; finally, the paper discussed the prospects for future studies,
addressing the importance of the combination of the traditional "3S": GIS(Geographic Information System), RS
(Remote Sensing), GPS(Global Positioning System) technology which was widely used with the new "25" meth-
ods: Statistic, Survey.
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