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Abstract Mesophyll protoplasts of Changshou kumquat ( Fortunella obovata ) were
fused electrically with em bryogenic protoplasts of Dancy tangerine ( Citrus reticulata ).
Plants were obtained after culture of the fusion-treated protoplasts. Cytological
exam inations showed that the plants were tetraploids with 36 chromosomes. RAPD
analysis indicated that the plants had bands specific to the fusion partners in the primers
(OPA-04 and OPA-07) chosen for verifying hybridity of the plants. The results
dem onstrated that tetraploid intergeneric somatic hybrid plants have been recovered by
fusion of protoplasts between kumquat and citrus.
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