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Abstract

The East-west topographic differentiation and North-south climatic zonation in the mailand of China



provide the basic geological background for the evolution of China coastal zone and also make the the
coastal zone very fragile in terms of the balance of the sediment budget along the coast. The China coastal
zone is characterized by various types of coast, and its stability is critical for the sustainable development
of the coastal economy in China. The sea level rise caused by greenhouse effect, the deterioration of the
sediment balance caused by the huge projects ongoing in the western China and the impact on the coastal
environments by human activities are the major challenges in front of China. The integrated coastal zone
management (ICZM), which requires multi-disciplinary cooperation, is a systematic technical assemblage
for the solution of the conflict among the population increase, resources exploitation and environmental
capability. Recommendations are made available in this paper for a rationale development and
management of the coastal areas of China upon the concept of ICZM.

Key words: Coastal zones; Geological background; Integrated coastal zone management (ICZM);

Sustainable development
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