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Abstract: The research on Lexical Semantics, especially the syntagmatic study of lexical
meaning has great theoretical and practical significance. Along with the development of
Linguistics and motive force from Applied Linguistics, it has attracted more and more
linguists’ attention all over the world since the 80s of the 20th century. This paper focuses
on the large-scale and in-depth syntagmatic analysis of nominal meaning in Mandarin
Chinese. Based on a comprehensive investigation of more than 4,300 noun senses, a
distinction criterion between the Free meaning and Unfree meaning is put forward, and their
syntactic behaviors and semantic constrains in sentences are also described in detail. The
results indicate that there is close correlation between lexical meaning and its distribution,
which will advance the research of Chinese semantics in general and provide a solid basis for
Chinese lexicography and grammar description.
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