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Fasand Fad expression in Hashimoto's thyroiditis
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Abstractt AM To investigate the significance of expression

of the apoptosisrelated proteins Fas and Fad in the
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pathogenesis and pathological changes in Hashimoto's thy-
roiditis (HT). M ETHODS Expression and distribution of
Fasand Fad proteinsin thyroid tissues from 17 patientsw ith
HT were investigated by mmunohistochen ical methods RE-
SUL TS The mmunostaining positive rates and the intensity
of positive mmunostaining for Fas and Fad in thyrocytes
from HT patientsw ere significantly higher than those from
the nontoxic goiter (NTG) patients (P < Q 01). Strongly
positive mmunostained thyrocytes of HT for Fas and Fat
mainly distributed in follicles adjacent to lymphocytic infil-
trates Staining of infiltrating lymphocytes for Fas and Fad.
w as found to be rather weak or even absent CONCL USION

H igh characteristic expression of gooptosis-related proteins
Fas and Fatd on thyrocytes from HT is observed but the
staining of infiltrating lymphocytesfor Fasand Fad. is rather
weak or even absent Coexpression of Fas/Fad by thyro-
cytes in HT can lead to their suicidal and/or fratricidal death
(apoptosis), resulting in thyroid follicle atrophy and destruc-
tion, which may partly accounts for the diffuse lymphocytic
infiltration in HT.
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Fig 1 Strongly positive mmunostained thyrocytesw ith HT for Fasw eremainly distributed in follicles adjacent to lymphocytic
infiltrates staining of infiltrating lymphocytes for Fasw as found to be rather weak or even absent x 100

2 HT Fad .
Fig 2 Strongly positive stained thyrocytes for Fad weremainly distributed in follicles adjacent to lymphocytic infiltrates But
staining of infiltrating lynphocytes for Fad was found to be rather w eak or even absent x 200
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