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The Whys of the Absence of a Lot of Comprador-type of Businessmen in Modern Japan

ZHOU Jian

. (Research Institute of world Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100732, China)
Abstract: It is a common characteristic of both China and Japan to launch industrialization from top to bottom.
The question is, why there is the absence of a mass of comprador-type of businessmen in modern Japan? A
comparative analysis tells us that, in Japan, the ban of opium trade and early establishment of capitalist market
economy system and its conduct subjects have both greatly restricted the space and necessity needed for the
development of comprador-type of merchants and industrialists and, as the analysis shows, this is also one of
the important factors that made possible Japan’s casting off colonialism and realizing modernization smoothly.
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