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ABSTRACT Liver X receptors LXRs are members of the nuclear receptor superfamily and are activa-
ted by oxysterols and intermediates in the cholesterol synthetic pathway. The pivotal role of LXRs in the meta-
bolic conversion of cholesterol to bile acids has been well established. Furthermore insulin induces LXRa in
hepatocytes resulting in the suppression of key enzymes in gluconeogenesis including phosphoenolpyruvate
carboxykinase glucose-6-phosphatase and fructose-1  6-bisphosphatase  FBPase . LXRs also play an im-
portant role in fatty acid metabolism by activating the sterol regulatory element-bing protein lc gene

SREBPIc¢ . This articles reviews the molecular mechanisms by which LXRs act to influence the lipid and car-
bohydrate metabolism.
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