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Influence of the D ifferences in Chinese and W estern
Inheritance of Property on the Grow th of Population
in theM iddle A ges

W ang Yuesheng

In theM iddle A ges in theW est, fanily property w as inherited generally w ithout
partition Family property w as bequeathed only to one of the children, usually the eldest
n In nomal case, other children could not inherit property from the family, nor could
they getmarried at their parents home They had to go out to make a living and to accu-
mulate fortunes for the expense of marriage T his, encouraging themoveament of popula-
tion, late marriage and late child-bearing, w as a great reason for low birthrate But in
China in the medieval times, family property was usually inherited equally by the chil-
dren w ho could getmarried and continue to live at their parents house Thiskind of sys
tem encouraged early marriage and early childbearing, contributed to the rapid grow th of

population, and obstructed themoveament of population

On the Studies of Wonen’s Spheres’

L iu Jun

The article pointsout that someproblem sin the studiesof* women's gpheres’merit
more attentions (1) the social divided pheres betw een sexes are not fixed, but they have
been changed w ith social development; (2) even in traditional society, the mplication of
women’s heresw asnot only about fanily and personal, but social and public affairs as
well; (3) the increasing of women’ s pheresis based on the development of society and e-
conomy, particularly the progress of science and technolygy; (4)women’s gheres are
formed both by natural and social elanents, and itwould be one-sided approach to over-

stress any one of them.
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